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Tetra Tech EM Inc.
200 E. Randolph Drive, Suite 4700 * Chicago, IL 60601 * (312) 856-8700 * FAX (312) 938-0118

December 31, 1997

EPA Region 5 Records Ctr.

Mr. Michael Bellot
Remedial Project Manager 248066
Remedial Response Unit No. 1
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 5
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, IL 60604

Subject: Field Oversight Summary No. 3
Final Remedial Design Activities
Blackwell Forest Preserve Landfill, DuPage County, Illinois
Contract No. 68-W8-0084, Work Assignment No. 84-5P6Y

Dear Mr. Bellot:

On Thursday, November 6, and Wednesday, November 12, 1997, Tetra Tech EM Inc. (Tetra Tech)
conducted oversight of final remedial design activities at the Blackwell Forest Preserve Landfill in
DuPage County, Illinois. The landfill is owned by the DuPage County Forest Preserve District (FPD).
The activities that Tetra Tech oversaw consisted of soil and groundwater sampling. Montgomery
Watson, which is a consultant to the FPD, conducted the sampling activities.

Judy Wagner represented Tetra Tech on site during the oversight period. A summary of Tetra Tech's
oversight activities is enclosed. Appendix A of the enclosure contains photographs of site activities, and
Appendix B contains Tetra Tech's field notes.

If you have any questions, please call Kevin Schnoes at (312) 856-8735 orManoj Mishra at
(312)856-8721.

Sincerely,

Kostas Dovantzis, Ph.D., P.E., D.E.E.
Site Manager

Enclosure

cc: Thomas Short, EPA Project Officer (letter only)
Marguerite Hendrixson, EPA Contracting Officer (letter only)
Majid Chaudhry, Tetra Tech Program Manager (letter only)
Manoj Mishra, Tetra Tech
Kevin Schnoes. Tetra Tech

conuins recycled fiber and is recyclable
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FIELD OVERSIGHT SUMMARY NO. 3
FINAL REMEDIAL DESIGN ACTIVITIES

BLACKWELL FOREST PRESERVE LANDFILL
DUPAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Tetra Tech Oversight Personnel: Judy Wagner
Reporting Period: November 6 and 12, 1997

INTRODUCTION

The DuPage County Forest Preserve District (FPD) is conducting final remedial design activities at the

Black we 11 Forest Preserve Landfill site in DuPage County, Illinois, pursuant to a consent order signed by

the FPD and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on September 25, 1989. After the site's

final listing on the National Priorities List, a remedial investigation/feasibility study was performed. On

March 7, 1996, an administrative order by consent was signed by the FPD and EPA to address

installation of extraction wells, a predesign investigation, design of a leachate collection system (LCS),

and cap repair. Leachate extraction wells were installed at the site in June 1996, and the predesign

investigation began in October 1996. In February 1997, Montgomery Watson, which is a consultant to

the FPD, submitted a work plan for final remedial design activities at the site. The activities discussed in

the work plan include recapping of certain areas of the landfill and installation of an LCS. EPA

subsequently approved the work plan. Envirocon, which is a subcontractor to Montgomery Watson, and

Envirocon's subcontractor, RTE Environmental, conducted the LCS installation activities in September

and November 1997.

At EPA's request, Tetra Tech EM Inc. (Tetra Tech) conducted oversight of soil and groundwater

sampling activities at the site on November 6 and 12, 1997. These activities were performed by

Montgomery Watson. This report summarizes Tetra Tech's oversight observations and addresses future

activities. Appendix A contains photographs of the soil and groundwater sampling activities, and

Appendix B contains Tetra Tech's field notes.
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OVERSIGHT OBSERVATIONS

Thursday, November 6,1997

At 8:15 a.m., Judy Wagner of Tetra Tech arrived at the site and met with Jerry Pionessa of Envirocon to

review site activities and view drip leg DL-01. Envirocon was removing liquid from the Baker tank by

DL-01 for testing or disposal purposes. The liquid (groundwater) in the tank was encountered during

installation of DL-01.

At 9:10 a.m., Tetra Tech met with two groundwater sampling peisonnel, Brian Griesemer and Judy

Kinch, of Montgomery Watson. Tetra Tech observed development of newly installed monitoring well

G-145. The well was developed using a bailer and pump. Purge water was monitored for pH,

conductivity, temperature, dissolved oxygen, color, and turbidity. At least 10 well volumes were

removed from G-145. Well development was considered complete when repeated purge water readings

for individual parameters, except turbidity, were within 10 percent of each other.

Tetra Tech also observed groundwater sampling activities at several monitoring wells, including G-145,

G-133S, G-133D, and G-135. Groundwater sampling was performed using a pump and a low-flow

sampling technique.

Tetra Tech also spoke with Walter Buettner of Montgomery Watson and requested borelogs and

diagrams for the newly installed monitoring wells on the west and south sides of the landfill. Mr.

Buettner told Tetra Tech that when the borelogs and diagrams are available they will be sent to EPA.

At the end of the day, Tetra Tech concluded that all observed groundwater sampling had been performed

in accordance with the EPA-approved sampling plan. Tetra Tech left the site at 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, November 12,1997

At 10:00 a.m., Judy Wagner of Tetra Tech arrived at the site and met with Jerry Pionessa of Envirocon

and John McDunna of Montgomery Watson. Tetra Tech was informed that groundwater sampling

activities had occurred on Tuesday, November 11, 1997.
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At 10:35 a.m., Tetra Tech observed Brian Griesemer of Montgomery Watson collecting waste samples

from a debris pile. This pile contained material excavated during installation of drip leg DL-01 and l i f t

station LS-01 (see Photographs No. 1, 2 and 3). The samples collected from the debris pile were to be

analyzed for all Toxic Characteristic Leaching Procedure parameters. Jerry Pionessa informed Tetra

Tech that the debris pile was to be transferred to two lined, covered roll-off boxes later in the day.

Tetra Tech took photographs of newly installed groundwater monitoring wells south of the landfill (see

Photographs No. 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8). At 11:20 a.m., Tetra Tech returned to LS-01 to take additional

photographs (see Photographs No. 9 and 10).

At about 11:30 a.m., Tetra Tech discussed previous groundwater sampling activities at the site with

Brian Griesemer of Montgomery Watson. Mr. Griesemer informed Tetra Tech that monitoring well

G-141D had been purged and sampled with a bailer because of equipment problems; Mr. Griesemer

added that this method had been approved by EPA during an earlier telephone conversation. At 11:45

a.m., Tetra Tech and Jerry Pionessa of Envirocon drove to the top of Mount Hoy (the landfill) to view

the concrete slab and gas vent flame undergoing installation at the top of the landfill (see Photograph 11) .

Tetra Tech left the site at 12:30 p.m.

FUTURE ACTIVITIES

As directed by EPA, Tetra Tech will continue its oversight activities at the site and provide EPA with

field oversight summary reports. In December, 1997,Tetra Tech will observe the LCS operation startup.

In January, 1988, Tetra Tech anticipates conducting field oversight of soil sampling at the north

stormwater pipe. In the spring of 1998, Tetra Tech anticipates overseeing cap repairs in Area 4 of the

landfill which were postponed because the FPD did not have sufficient clay to finish cap repairs.
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Photograph No. 1 Location: South side of the landfill
Orientation: West Date: 11/12/97
Description: View of lift station LS-01, a component of the leachate collection system (LCS)
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Photograph No. 2
Orientation: North

Location: South side of the landfill
Date: 11/12/97

Description: Pile of debris excavated during installation of drip leg DL-01
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Photograph No. 3
Orientation: North
Description: View of the DL-01 component of the LCS

Location: South side of the landfill
Date: 11/12/97
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Photograph No. 4
Orientation: West
Description: View of newly installed monitoring well G-145

Location: South side of the landfill
Date: 11/12/97

A-2



Photograph No. 5 Location: South side of the landfill
Orientation: East Date: 11/12/97
Description: View of newly installed monitoring well G-145 with Mount Hoy (the landfill) in the

background
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Photograph No. 6 Location: South side of the landfill
Orientation: Northwest Date: 11/12/97
Description: View of newly installed monitoring well G-142 (brown) with monitoring well G-138

(yellow) in the background

Photograph No. 7
Orientation: North Location: South side of the landfill

Date: 11/12/97
Description: View of newly installed monitoring wells G-143 (left) and G-146 (right)

A-4



Photograph No. 8 Location: South side of the landfill
Orientation: South Date: 11/12/97
Description: View of monitoring well G-139 (yellow) and newly installed monitoring well G-144

(brown)

Photograph No. 9
Orientation: Downward

Location: South side of the landfill
Date: 11/12/97

Description: View inside the green, fiberglass, protective vault for LS-01
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Photograph No. 10
Orientation: West

Location: South side of the landfill
Date: 11/12/97

Description: Green, fiberglass, protective vault built to enclose LS-01

Photograph No. 11 Location: Top of Mount Hoy
Orientation: West Date: 11/12/97
Description: Gas vent and concrete slab undergoing installation at the top of the landfill
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APPENDIX B

FIELD NOTES

(Six Sheets)
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